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LETTER Il. 
De MaRKS of a CHIID of Gon. 
Dear Sir, , 

OU afk me to give you ſome genuine Marks of a 
L Child of God. According to my weak Liſping, pleaſe 

to take the owing. 3 
Firſt. A Child of God is one, That hath been convinced 
by the Divine Law in the Hand of the Spirit, of his 4% and 
undone State, by Nature and Practice, as a Tranſgreſſor of 
God's Law both in Heart and Ways; and thence, of his ex- 
treme Miſery as a Law-breaker, as being under its awful 
Curſe now, and in apparent Danger of the Wrath to come; 
and of his utter Inability to keep its righteous Precepts. 
Whence he is made to cry out, under a deep Senſe of preſent, 
and an awful Fear of future Miſery, Wo is me, for I have | 
finned ! Wo is me, for I am N ! What ſhall pr be 
ſaved ?”—— Thus a ecuting Saul, when a Self-righteous 
Phariſee, 2 . Ler- Sin by the Law, and ſays of him- 
ſelf, „J had not known Sin, but by the Law. But when 
the Commandment came, (i. e. in its ſtrict Purity and Spiri- 
tuality, as extending both to Heart and Life, unto Tho'ts, 
Words and Actions, in its righteous Precepts ; and thus con- 
demning all Sin and Sinners, by its righteous Curſe :) Sin re- 
vived ; (in its Guilt, Filth and Power :) and T died.” That 
is, was fully convinced of my exceeding great Miſery as a 
Law-breaker, and of my utter Inability to be a Law-keeper. 
> This is the firſt Work of the Spirit of God, as a Spirit of 


A3 Bondage 
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Bondage by the Law, binding Sin upon the Conſcience, 


Weakneſs, which paſſeth upon every Child of God, in order 


to the Soul's Preparation to receiye a free and full Salvation 
the Goſpel. At ledſt lhe regenerating Work of the Hel, 

hoſt, which is inſtantaneous, and unknown to us, as to the 

— Ms 2 is. thus diſccpered at firſt; in his Emi Sheng 


Sin and Miſery, and tha Soul's Inability. 
— as We are all the hildreg of God by. Faith in 
;” As we thus are bro't intb a declarative, viſi- 
ble, & pleadable Relation: So, in order unto Faith in Chriſt, 
for Life and N the Soul nluſt be convinced; of 
Sin & — ts Nakedneſs and Unrighteouſneſs. For, 
% The Wh8l 2 nebd fbt a P Pl yſteian, but they that are ſick.” 
2 therefore is the Soul's Raine, from Nature andy 
in 15 to its being built upon that ſure Foufdas p 
45 ig G hath laid i 0 Sion. | ö 
*. Þ atv of God is one, That 1 bad an ine | 
evelation of 3 T7 Spirit” o unto Fai 
I 13 = . 6g the G Fe 5 . 5 55 4s; one that t hath 
en 85 orily h Ait en SAyioUR, in his 
Jo 15 ices, in his 7 ulneſß of Gra and! in the Gloty 
Fins TO TON Wen as able and. le to fave the chief 
Tos ag de. in * Excbe: 8. Suitab els to the, SouP's : 
rhiſcrable Whence of Chi appears "all logetber 2% 11 ; 
the Sout's V iew, & is made aboye all "Thing deſirable, and 
exceeding, Preclous to the Heart. And thus the Apoſtle 
| Paul, gives us an Accouht of this Part of the Lord's, Wark 
vor h tis Heart, in making him a Child of God, « It pleaſed 
* d to reveal his Son 15 me. » And fays of all the Lord's 
bl Childreh, «© We ſee Ixsus.“ "Aud this 2 of! thi San, by, 
| the Eye of 13 thro” the Spirit's Goſpel-Revelation of the, 
| - SAVIOUR, is Abſolutely , in order to other conco- 
. mitant "A 15 T afth, hich 3 in order of Nature, if not of 
Time, afe cönſequent upon it, ſuch as Coming to big 192 
=}. Faith's Foot, and Receiving of him by Faith's Hand nd 
1 all hich,.the Grant of Sonſhi in the written Word, : 
"KH ceeds And. this Order, in wa (Op a Child of God, our 10 


| 8 . intimates, « He that ſeerh the Son, and believeth on, him z 1 
1 | hall haye everlaſting Life.“ A of God, then, i 1 


* 


hat | fon! an alld ing Sight of Chriſt, as che All-* 
25 willing Aue 55 Sinners, comes to him, uf <= 
ee Invitations of the Goſpel, & ventures his Soul ul upon him, 
- for a whole Salvation by him: He receives the Savious, as 
Held forth the Ward of Promiſe, to be received by the 
F 17 of a miſerable, unworthy, vile & guilty, & every way 
ling , Sinner. He receives CurysT, in all his glorious 
Ofc in all his immenſe Fulnefs, in all his great Perfor- 
males, in his .Sin- cleanſing Blood, & Soul- uſtifying 
Righteouſneſs, ujito all the Ends of Grace and all Salvation 
in and with him, from all Sin and Miſery, unto all Holineſs, 
Joy ph nd * R and eternal; & gives up himſelf to de 
2) Hog & to be ſaved by him in his own Way, 
unto 8505 Gl in his Felicity. And, To as many 
ä 5 ſee Chriſt, come to him, & receive him, & thus believe on 
is Name : He gives them Power, Right or Privilege, to be- 
ene the Sons of God. 

_ Thirdly. A Child of God is one, © That after he hath 
. in * is, oye, or yy ſenſibly | Hagen with 
the Holy Spirit of Promiſe :” Unto a pleaſing, ſta 
Hope, 5 all, Backs 2565 a prevailing Perſuaſion in . an 
* 11 4 the Children of God. — * Becauſe they are 

2 by God's immanent, & tranſient Act of Adop- 

Ea. forth the Spirit of his Son into their; Hearts, 

Tring, g, Abba, Father !? They receive not the Spirit of 

Bondage, again "unto Fear; but the 8 7 5 of A015 
whereby they cry, Abba, Father | 8 The Spirit. Anke 
beareth Witneſs with their Spirits, That they are the Ch 
dren of G God.” And conſequently, “ That bei Chin, 
they are Heirs; Heirs of Gob, and Joint - Heirs, with, 
CarasT,” Ang, having thus received the Spirit of Adoption, 
th witneſs their Relation, & to work in them a filial Diſpoſt- 
tion, their Souls are {truck with an Hol by Wonder and Ad-, 
miration, and wiſe in the Faith of their Adoption, they.cry, 
With exulting Joy, unto God's Glory, ** Behold what man- 

ner of Love, the Father hath beſtowed on us; that we ſhould 
be called, The Sons of Gop !” | 

Fourth h. A Child of God is one, That fo F Ys in 
Jesvss and the Loye of Gob, ſhed abroad in his Heart by. 


s the Holy Ghoſt, in this his great Adopting AR, and in _ 


2 * , 4 
”— ONS... 


— — — 


© = St. —ů—ů 


— 4 


9 
54 ®, 
$4 FF — 


— 


co” 
ms uh 
- = 


? — q 
— w 


* 
| i ( 6 ). 
As & Works of Grace, is drawn out thereby, to Love the 
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| Fon fervently. To love Gop, in all his Perſons, Father, 
Som & Spirit, for his own infinite Excellency, & All-ſurpaſ- 
fing Glory; & for all his Love, Grace & Mercy, as diſplay'd 
by each of the Divine Perſons i, ary To love Gop, 
in all his infinite Perfections, in his wiſe Counſels, & firm 
Decrees, in his precious Word, & wondrous Works, in his 
righteous Law, & gracious Goſpel, in his Cauſe & Intereſt, 
in his Ordinances & Appointments, & in his Saints & Ser- 
vants; to love all that are begotten of HIM , of all Denomi- 
nations, chiefly betauſe of their Relation to Gov, & of their 
bearing his Image upon them; & they ſhew this their Love 
to'Gop, by keeping his Commandments. All which they 
approve of as Right; unto/every of which they have Re- 
ſpect; & none of which they account Grievous : But judge 
it their glorious Liberty, to be thus bound unto Duty; and 
find it their exceedihg-Joy; when their Hearts are enlarged, 
to run the Way of God's Commandments ; and they eſteem 
.' | it their greateſt Miſery. & Slavery, when they are ſtraitned & 
9 fettered by Sin, & thus prevented from purſuing their choſen, 
defired, & delightful Coutſe, df uhiverſal Obedience. — Thus 
the Faith of the Children of God, is ſaid to Work by 
Love.” And their Character as ſuch is, That they love 
Him ; becauſe he firſt loved them!” That they Love Gop,,. 
& keep his Commandments.” That they “Love the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity.“ That Loving Him which be- 
gat; they love him that is begotten of him.” And «© By 
this we know, ſaith the Apoſtle John, that we are paſſed from 
Death unto Life ; becauſe we love the Brethren.” And, 
«© This is the Love of Gop, that we keep his Com- 
mandments.” | C 
© Fifthly. A Child of God:js}one, That from Love to God, 
Hates Sin ; that hates all Sin, as Sin. Not only for its Soul- 
deſtroying Nature, as it brings upon a Child of God preſent 
Miſery, & as every Sin has in it the Deſert of eternal Miſery ; 
but chiefly, for its own Deformity, as it is an entire Contra- 


{1 riety, to a Gop of infinite Purity, of All-amiable Beauty, & 
6 of unbounded Glory ! And eſpecially, as it is againſt a Gon 
j of infinite Love, Grace & Mercy! A Child of God, from 


4 Love to God, hates Sin, as it is aGod-diſhonouring, a Chriſt- 
1 | | © piercings 


? \ 8 
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piercing, & a Spirit-grieving Thing. And from this his Ha- 
tred of Sin, he prays, watcheth, & ſtriveth againſt Sin, in all 
its Efforts, He proclaims continual War, agaiuſt this Ene- 
my to the Prince of Peace. He grones, under Sin's Inbeing, 
under Sin's Working, under Sin's Prevalence ; and thro! for · 


giving Grace, and renewed Strength from Chriſt's Croſs, he 


tands again to his Arms, and lifts up the Standard of Free- 
Grace, againſt Sin, in all its combined Forces. And ſo 

eat is the Hatred of a Child of God, againſt Sin, that he 
Aires nothing more, than its utter Deſtruction. & can never 
reſt, till its full Extirpation; he-rejoyceth in Hope thereof, 
and accounteth that, as a great & eſſential Part, of his Soul's, 
Salvation, —Thus the Children of God, who have been con- 
vinced of Sin and Miſery, who have ſeen Chriſt, as the only 
Remedy, unto Faith in him, and Soul-Reſt upon him en- 
tirely, who have received the Spirit of Adoption, to witneſs 
their Relation, and to work in them a filial Diſpoſition, by: 
when oy love God, are ſaid to Hate Evil.“ "While 

ve 

che ed of the Law, according to their new, ſpiritual, & 


Holy Nature, and yet do thoſe Things which they hate, ac- 


cording to their old, carnal, corrupt Nature: They cry out 
of this their Miſery, with an O wretched Man * am, 
who ſhall deliver me from the Body of this Death!“ They. 
Grone, being burdened under Sin's Being, Working, 2 
Prevalency, 9 | after the glorious Liberty of the Sons of 


in perfect Purity, full Joy, and eternal Glory: That all that 


Mortality, which now works in their Spirits, unto partial 
Death, may be perfectly and for ever ſwallowed up, of full 
and endleſs Glory-Life.” er 88 
_"Stxthly. A Child of God is one, That Loves, and follows, 
after Holineſs, for Holineſs Sake. As it is the Image of God's) 
Purity, and a great End, unto which he was choſen of God, 
in Chriſt from Eternity; as it is Conformity to Chriſt, the 
Firſt-born Son, of the noble Family, unto which he was of, 
old predeſtinated, and a ſpecial End, for which by the Blood 
of the Lamb, he was redeemed ; as it is the great Deſign of 
the SPY Spirit, in his Work' on the Heart; and as it is the 
Soul's Felicity, and. hath with his new. Nature, the moſt 
pleaſing Congruity, He loves the Law of God, for its innate 


Excellency, 
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ſerve the Law of God, and hate Sin, which is, 


EE eta — 


\, 
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Excollency, its-native. Purity ; and ſerves it in the, Hand of 
Chriſt, from a Spirit of 9 for God's Glory, and ig 
own Joy. The Law of God, is written in his Heart? and 
thence be copies after it in his Life. To pleaſe God ; 18 
pleaſing to a Child of God. To be enabled to do, or to ſuf- 
fer, any Thing for God's Honour; he accounts his Honour. 
To walk with God, in every Path of Duty; to a Child of 
God, is ineffable Felicity | He defires, and follows after, 
Holineſs ; not to make him a juſtifying Righteouſneſs, that he 
hath in Cxz18T ; but that thereby, he might enjoy, and glo- 
rify Gop upon the Earth more abundantly ; and as it is his 
inherent Meetneſs, for the full Enjoyment, and perfect Ser- 
vice of him in Heaven, eternally : And can never reft, till he 
attains perfect Purity, unto God's higheſt Glory, and his own 
full and everlaſling Felicity. — Thus a Child of God, 
cc Delights in the Law of God, after the inner Man.” 
« Having in him this oy Hope thro* Grace, of ſeeing Chriſt 
hereafter, as Hz is; he purifyeth himſelf here, even as, He 
is pure.” —He counts it his “ Reaſonable Service, o fb; 
AN 


" 
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*= 
rify God, in his Body, and in his Spirit, which are His 
e Buſineſs it is, of a Child of God, an Heir of Promiſe, 
as aſſiſted by Grace, In the Fear of God, to perfect Holi= 
nes.” And whatever be his preſent Attainments, * He 
counts not himſelf to have attained : But follows after, if 
that he may apprehend That, for which he is apprehended. 4 
2hriſt Jeſus :? viz. Perfect Holineſs, and Eternal Gloxy.. hg 
3 W rap 
* Srventhh. A Child of God is one, That „ Deſires to de- 
(3 part, and to be with Chriſt :” In his Spirit, at his Body's 
Diſſohition : And that Loves, and looks for, Chriſt's Appear- 
- ance,; Unto bis full Salvation. When in his entire” Pe ＋ 
ſon, in the Glory of the F irſt Reſurrection, he ſhall © geg 
. Enxisr as He is; and be like him; In perſect Holineſs, 
1 unto God's eternal Praiſe, and to his eternal. BIIfs. 
% In a Word, then, A Child of God is one, That hath been 
convinced by the Law in the Hand of the Spirit, of Sin and 
iſery, of his loft State by Nature, as 4 Heart, ip, 15 


Life Sinner, and of his Inability to keep the Law for the Fut 
ture: That hath had an internal e e COONEs the 
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Influence; ald when? the Graces of Paith & Love; were; ot 


Rs. cos” WAS 


CS) 


—— bs the” All-fufficiene Sarin, Gans bo- him: 


n hum, und reteives him, for a Whyje 
— hat hath received the Spirit of 

Relation : That frau Faith in Jasus, and the 

ve _m_ Gop, ſhed abroad in bly Heart, is drawn-out to loye 

— That from Love to God; hates Sin: That loves 

and follows after Holine(s, für Holiheb' Saks And that de» 

ſirss to depart, und to be ws Clridhy and that loves, and 
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_ Theſe,” Dear Sip, I judge 4 be d 

Child of God. n 1 — 
and upon them nu. And MIN 

| — in themſelves ; hoy rey Own 
conclude, „That now . EEG of ak Cer 15 
8 it pgs riot yet appear what they ſnall be, who now ate 
advanced to the unſpeakable Dignity of this High Relation, 
— they ſhall receive the 7 of the Rodi at the 
ing of the Reſurrection, to their full Nr 
2 Cuntsr; in immortal 
But; Sir, Ifen CThüd of God, won'd try 


Scripture: Mar e 


ks, to now if he 58: Indeed of 
mily: He'muſt 


. 
fue; in Nis new; and holy Nature, according to the Mind 
the inner Man, or of his Soul, o far 26 — ow 
, ind de Il tabled bs. a&-nocordingly: 
his better Part; Us Wakes Courſe; altho* ks fait; —— 
ular Steps of his Walx, a Ch of God, in mne Word of 


od, is thus bed. And. in his new Nature, & when 
tis a era, de mult ſeeks 6a And chafe Mü upon 
80 likewiſe, he muſt fre to Shl 


bim, to his Hi 
them, juſt when, 0 A % 46 d ig den the 


Holy Spirit's 


ure in Exettile's And then, fo-far ad the Spirit 3 
— vay Work; ant witneſſeth the Truth thereof to 
they -will be perſpicubus But if & F7 
— ſeek id find theſe Marks nim, While he; 
of himſelf according to his 4%. e t. Nature and es 
drawn. de d ac de cbruα to the Motions & Prevalence of 
Sin, either in Heart or Life; 3 Wien he is not under the 2 
Spirit's. £5 hor in - Exerciſe gf Gtace; if at ſuc 
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0 
Times of Darkneſs, be. ſecks to. find theſe» Marks © He wil 


tempted, from the Want of theſe, from the Contrary to 
theſe, which at thoſe Times he doth ſadly experience, to 
| queſtion, if not to conclude, That he is _—_ Child of _ 
4 y regenerating & adopting Grace. 
MW , And this, Sir, is a Point of great Moment The Glory 
4 of God; Sethe Faith & Joy of his Children, are much con- 
cerned: in their ſeeking, to find. theſe Marks in themſelves, 
from their new, & gracious Nature, & at thoſe/Times, when 
they ate under the Holy Spirit's Influence, & their Graces 
are in Exerciſe. A great Piece of ſpiritual Wiſdom it is, in 
a Miniſter of Chriſt, thus to direct Chriſtians, to ſeek for 
theſe Marks of their being the Children of God, from their 
prope roper Springs, & at their proper Times: And ſo of Chriſtian 
dence, to ſeek for Marks of Grace, when they tere, or 
are, ih the Exerciſe of Grace. Elſe, a Miniſter of Chriſt, 
will rather _ than help, the Faith of Chriſtians : And 
a trieuReliever, b Unbelief, will enter thro' the Gate of 
ſeen & felt Carnaſity, into an endleſs Maze, of Doubt & 
i}  Derplexity, concerning his Spirituality, & ſo of his being a 
( Child of God truly.—lt.is ſufficient to prove any one to; be 
| | ſuch; ifheever 540 found, or doth find in him, theſe Marks 
A of Grace, when he was, or i, under Divine Influence, & 
£ in he Exereiſe of Grace: For none but God's Children, are 
F | ever thut wrought. upon. And if a Child of God at Times, 
ö is ſunk. by 2 & Te ions into à ſad Degree of 
j the og oof 2 which his New Nature is oppreſt, Ts the 
is Graces at beſt, are now-/chiefly, by Grones 
— — "Carhdlity, & faint Defires after greater Spirituality: 
s He may learn n his ar Av Degeneracy ; & ought to 
C be cqncerned- in a utys by a diligent, Uſe of all 
| aphenited Means, to gs the Things which xemaing 
7 (in the Acting of —_—_ & Paphormance of Duties : 1 that 
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have, cauſe. to lament, that this old Git"; or che 
this old Inhabitant, this troubleſome Inmatę, this griey 
ing Oppoſite, Pride, abides & works, in humble 210 Ang 
that like che Leproſy,..i in the Walls of the leprous. Houle, it 
will abide & fret, until the Houſe be taken dawn, We have 
reaſon to cry out on account of this Sin, & others, even 

a whole. indwelling Body of Death, Unclean 1 Unclean ! And 
ta N &, praiſe that Grace,. which has deviſed & provided 
a Way, for the cleanſing of our Perſons & Services, unte 
perf Puri before God, & Acceptance with him, thro 
the attoning acrifice & perfect Holineſs 5 of his crucify'd Son 
preſented for us before him, by Jæavs our Great High Prie 
upon the Throne. . Yea, and - long for that. hap ge 
when the whole of old Adam's mage, as a: e 
deſtroyed in us, and the holy, gorou Image "the ne 
Adam, introduced: Unto — — Purity & meffa le Glo 
of abſolute Perfection, of r ; to God's. eteln⸗ 
Glory by us, & unto our ever], oy in H HiM ——And 
Time,, aſking Help of Gop, 5 Ua. in the. Cn 5 of 
Chriſt; watch and oppoſe the Motions of this 3 N 

of Prid this N Wickedneſs, "which in 
High'P ces, E agen by the King 


Pri Dark whene es . ) 
8 5 I 5 i 
Pride: 27 am the 2 not e e 

al 185 . . an fey 
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ID 
« the Life of bis Grace in me ! 1 will henceſonh be Nothing 


„ And the Loxp ſh L# Away / Thou Helliſh Mon- 
« fter; thou ſhalt 50 25 K ede over me: I refuſe _ 


us ubjectzon to thy a Ia onder the Prinet 'df 
— and Peace; and this Subject will 1 be, in Spite of 
Thee: Away, dt Oh my e Goth let us -7 {of 


this Heffith Uf 
15 e 
„ to this | 


109 ay; ut nt an 
TY, 5 Info Mack 1 at 


40 e e Hay F'Thave n Nerd of Tür! 
oh T ani under no Obligatiotf to 


Bey 
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let us "riſe up in Arms againſt it 
pur» Go goeth before us, in the Triumphe 


towardb us, & in h ty Vengeaboe-dgainſt our Enemies, 
for the Aro recs Newer of this Giant like Ini> 
To our Joy in Victory, & unto his eternal Glory. = 


7 Bur habe, Sir, ſhall I anſwer! your! Letter ? Is it fit a latis 
Child, ſhou'd be a Dictator? I am glad you look to de God 
of all Grace, ſer an Anifiver,” And dependug apon tis All. 
Sufficience, & ꝓrpmis d Aſſiſtance; in his Frary Kinhlef bis 


Favour, I moſt „hat you:requrlſtonivic] 7 
o: And 2s I rGoyce- with'yau, Dear: Sin, for that ralondroud 


. 
Father, Sb & Hoy Ghoſt, with weliich For ion lonp a. Time 
— -bleft e So I mourp with yu, for:yourÞrefeat 


Bridegroom” s Abſence;: in which iet 
your 3 Weakneiss, ——— 


towards the Cater Chee! inChtift--You ak methe Cauſes 


l 
& Word, as fon & Moeditaron, uch 
not o cumnfortin M they mane?! And, by. Prayer» is 

& ended coldly; & in 2 very manner d 


I ſup u will take for à general Anfwer: Beeauſe tit 
+ avian the Lorp is 1 Tbat is, Nut with 
you, not there, in fuch à fenſihle manner, as here, 
the Manifeſtations of his Favour; not in the Commitynica+ 
tions of | his Light, Liſe & Heat, ax'the dun of Righttouſ- 
neſs: To mabe Divibe Ordinances ia: Mirreur of: his Cory, 
nor a Burning- Oh to xnkindle your Hr art inſtantly. > 
= => — will. ſay ,z by, wherefore/doth the Lord thus hide 
his) fuſpenl”the Influence. of /his Grace, 4roit:me; 
Sete — —— of his Favout 8 
ell may anſwer: ot 4 os 115 91) [i gu! 
IBecauſe of Oi Nn. AB, If ther was ue Rel Mie 
bu d be no Dagrowe!: No Diftange between Gon & bis Pro- 
ple. And with; to: the Sin uf our Nature, GO 
2 & doth hide His Face, & withdraw. the bn ſ¹αEEmdaſchis 
race, from his Deareſt Favourites; in a Way dd Dirint 
Qdaſfiſement. Not that Hu is particularly qroyoked there · 
hy, thus to grieve; the Souls He loves. But Ha may, en 
Account thereof, withdraw in a Way of Sovereignty » Lo 
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ſhew them» more filly their own univerſal Depravity ; that 
they! may tonfeſs & bewail it, to his Glory: Their own 


Nothingneſs and Vileneſa g their Need:of continual Depen- 
dance, upon His All · Sufficience; to kndear the more, Chriſt 
and His Fulneſs; and to make theni Partakers of His Ho- 
lineſs. Thus the Lord withdrew from, and tried his Ser- 
vant 7b. . 7 5 * W 4, * 11 R 2 + „ $i F 
And when this is the Caſe,- which is attended with the 
leaſt; Guilt we can imagine, as the Cauſe;1of a Suſpenſion 
of Divine Influence: We ought to humble ourſelves before 
Gon, ſor our Original Guilt; to flee by Faith afreſh to 
Chriſt, as the Great Sacrifice ; to deprecate Divine Auger; 
and to intreat the Lord's renewed Favoura When J fay, 
This Caſe is attended with the leaſt Guilt: I mean not, That 
the Sin of our Nature, is leſs than the Sin of - our Practice. 
No:=<That is the Horrid Foùntain, from which all' the 
filthy Streams flow. And from that F ountain, that Ocean 
of Sin in the Heart, it is, that all the Streams of Sin in the 
Life, receive an additional Gui/t, But this is my Senſe of 
it: That the Sin of our Nature, is not a Provocation of 
God's Anger, in particular. As of Job, the Lord ſaid to 
Satan, Thou movedſt me againſt him, to deſtroy him 
without Cauſe. Not without Cauſe, from his Original Sin 
but without Cauſe, from any particular Sin f | Life, that 
ſhou'd incurr Divine Difpleaſure,———Gop's Anger, towards 
his ſinful People, is Fatherly: It flows from, and ends in 
Love. He loves their Perſons, tho He is diſpleaſed with 
their Sins. And from his Love to their Perſons, He will 
diſplay bis Anger againſt. their Sins, as a. Chaſtiſement ſor 
their Guilt, for the Manifeſtation, & :Mortzhcation of Cor 
ruption. And thus He may, & doth*at Pimes, diſplay hid 
Anger, againſt the Sin of their Nature. * 
Chaſtiſement, tho' it appeared to him, to he in An- 
ger; was rather a Caſt for him, of infinite Favour.” Fo 
humble him more deeply for all Iniquity; to give him ag 
Opportunity of Truſt in God, when H appeared to 
him; of being a bright Example of Patience, unto all 
Believers; & thus to prepare him for the Double, of God's 
manifeſtative Favours. Which gracious: Deſigns of his Trial, 
were happily & viſibly anſwered at the End of it. * 2 
4 | w 
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with reſpe&@ to Origitial Sin, Jo's Affliction, might be pled 
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II. „ & 40 hide his Face, & withdraw the In 
fluence oe his lade, from the Favourites of his Heart, as 
a Chaſtiſement for actual Sin, in Heart & Life, and eſpe- 
cially for the Sin of Unbelief. According to that Proviſo in 
= -ovenant. / 1 If his Children forſake my Law, & walk 


1 If they break my Statutes, & keep 


— 
ſion with the Rod, & their Iniquity with Stripes. And, 1 
will go, & return unto my Place, aral 
Offence, & ſeek my Face.” 
And when this is the Caſe, the Lord uſually by the Cho 
tiſement, points as with a Finger, to the Sin which was 
Cauſe of it. And tho' at firſt, the Soul may be in a 
Meaſure inſenſible; the Lord will- contend, 1 
ſing upon the Rod, H has bro't it to a due Senſe. of its 


Evil ; a true Humiliation for it, & a Diſpoſition to forſake it. 


[And when thus the Lord's Dear Children, thro' the 
Subtilty of Sin, the Malice. of Satan, & the Snares of, this 
World, have laſt their Gon; as to the Soul- rejoycing, and 
Heart - quickning Influence of his manifeſted. Love: They are 
called to humble themſelves before him; moſt deeply; to con- 
ſeſs & bewpail their Iniquity; to waſh by: Faith in che Blood 
of Chriſt, that Fountain ſet open for Sin & for Uncleanneſs; 
to intreat their Father's Forgiving Grace, & the . 
Smiles of his glorious Face. 

It were ſs to enumerate particular Sins, which pro- 
voke the Lord to hide his Face, and to withdraw the In- 
fluence of his Grace, from his ſpecial Favourites. But theſe 
ate ſome of the Sins which diſpleaſe him: 1. The Sin of 
Uunbelief; that Root of all Evil. 2. Inſenſibility of Divine 
Mercy. 3. A Walk unworthy, of à Gon of infinite Boun- 
ty 3 in not Rendring ta the Los, his due Glory, according 
to the Greatneſs of his beſtowed Mercy. 4. Heart - back- 
ſliding from Gon, to the Creatures: Or, For/aking tbe 


Fountain of living Waters; & being out broken Cifterns, 


that". con. bald no Hater. 1 5. The Want of maintaining a 

Reiet- Watch againſt Sin, in all its various Motions, & a vi- 

\-7 <p of. the: Egemy's Incurſions. 6. The Ne 
1949 gle 


mmandments: Then will I viſit their Tranſgreſ-, 


f with the Enjoy 
Scher races! Or the Sinking inſenſibly, into ſpiritual Ido- 


— — Intereſt i in 
can Believes ebe ies ger” thaw they — 2 culpable 
forth in Duty, as it were, in Self Sufficrency ;/ 
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geR"of's IN G dhe lelter W 
of — or 8 — — Sloth: ——— when 
With Diligence. And 


2e 8. The lect of a Life of pure Faith 
on Chriſt. according to his Word, when ſavoured 
ment of God, unto the vigorous iſe of 


hy, into Idolizing"of ou own ee Self:Dopen« 
| | Zelt. — to Self-Praiſe. — Im 0. 
And when this laſt is G fo S:ptopeb Chaſtiſe- 
ment; ſor our Amendment; The Loan hides his Face, and 
withdraws the Influence of his Grace: To ſhew us more 


„che Sin of Self. Iddlatty; to wean us: from an inordi- 


neee ALA ion to a Life of ſpiritual Senſe, and to inure us 
ts u Life of Faith on Chriſt. At firſt Converſiun; and 
while Gop eminently ſhines upon his Deat Children, th 
are apt toe too —— by — Senſeo | As to taking u 
their Raitt of Intereſt in C ly, from the 88. 


ondary Evidence, of thlir r —— than from the 


A; which ſecures; and Ye 


— in Jus, = 
unto à full & everlaſting Skl- 
And while they thus live by ene ; + they 


Liſe of See, fe, Trafingia our inherent Boxing and yoi 
in 1 


Grucet. When this 


{Ring Gow's fair Fewels, our given 


_ therdfote"is the Caſe with GoD's Favoutites t Hi fretoberh 


5% bij Hand over them, and diminiſheth their ordinary Food's 


und gives them up, as it were; for u Time, into the Hand 


y 1him that hate them: Who trip them of their Clat bei, chali 
2 heir fair elt; & leave them naktid & bare And 
this Fe prevents their p — the Harlot, as before. Hr 
remembers for them hit and iſpenks wing nee to . 
and thereby cauſeth them to — their rull 
open chir Mouth nd more, in Self. Praiſe, or 3 
Self Worthineſs, becauſe of their Shame, when Ha 79 Pc 
Towards chem, for all that they hav be Rn when 


— is abaſad The Lox alone is WP 
ele 
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their ( Wiſdom, & Ri uſneſs, & Sanctification, & Re- 
demption.“ The taketh them by the Arms, & teach- 
eth them to ge: In the Way of Faith, without the Props of 
ſpixitual Senſe, on which. they had uſed to Jean, And his 
Dealing with. them herein, appears ſo ſtrange to them, that 
they know not what Hz. is doing with them: They 4#now 
not, That He heals them : They think it. ſtrange, That they 
muſt, not be always dandled upon the Knee, & laid to the 
Breaſts. But, Whom ſhall He teach Knowledge? (The 
Knowledge of Themſelves, in their own. Nothingneſs & Vile- 
neſs?) And whom ſhall HE. make. to underſtand Doctrine? 
{The Docttine of Chriſt's perfect Ri neſs, unto their 
myſtical Completeneſs ; & of His All-Fulnefs, far the rich 
Supply of their Emptineſs ; & of Gon's Faithfulneſs to his 
Promiſe, notwithſtanding their Unworthinefs ?) Them that 


are weaned from the Milk, & drawn from the Breafts.” Of 


ſenſible Enjoyments;; with Reſpect to taking up their Faith 
of - Intereſt in Chriſt, principally from thence. Not but that 
the Children of Gop, in their pureſt Life of Faith, ſhou'd 
earneſtly. long for, & ſeek after, the ineffable Sweets, & great 
Advantages of ſpiritual Senſe ; as their Secondary Evidence, of 
Intereſt in Chriſt, & an additional Fitneſs, for Divine Ser- 
vice: And when Fheſe are ſuferadded to Faith; ſuch Be- 
lievers poſſeſa the Double of Divine Favour. But, weaned, 


Believers ought to be, from the.Sweets of ſpiritual Senſe, as 
their prime Evidence, & as that, without which, they can- 


Not believe. their Intereſt in Chriſt, & Acceptance with Gop. 
And when the Dear Children of Gon, are thus wean- 
: Hz will make them a Feaſt. When they have wearied 
themſelves in vain, to find Reſt in Themſelves :-Hz will 


ys the Eye of their Faith to CHRIST, by his Word & 


pirit, & to the faithful Promiſe of his Free in Hi; 
will take them by the Hand, & lead them to HIM, & 


yea, 
fay, © This is the Reſt, & This is the Refreſhing, where- 
with the Weary may be cauſed to reſt! And thus the Life 


which they live in the Fleſh, ſhall be more eminently, a 
Life of» Faith: on the Son. of Gop. Who loved them, and 

e Himſelf for them; who loveth them, and gives Him- 
ſelf to them, in all his Fulneſs, of Righteouſneſs & Strength, 
For whatever the Lord doth with his Children; Hs is always 
2.06 C bringing 
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bringing them on, From Faith to Faith, From believing 
upon Sich, unto Believing without Sight : Which, with Re- 
| ſpect to his Glory, & their ſolid Joy, hath a peculiar Bleſ- 
| ſeaneſs attending it. And when ſtript of ſpiritual Senſe, to 
= ' convince them thoroughly of Self-Nothingneſs, & Self-Tnfuf- 
ficience, for Divine Service : The Lord thereby, prevents 
their Self-Idolatry, in Self-Dependance, & Self-Praiſe ; & 
allures their Hearts to Him, & into a greater Adoration of, 
& a ſtricterdherence to, His Infinite All-Sufficiency. And 
thus ſecures to HIMSELF the entire Glory. Which, to Them, 
is an Advance of their Felicity. 

Thus, The Cauſes of Gop's Hiding his F ace, & ſuſpend- 
ing the Influence of his Grace, from Eis Favourites: Are 
their Sins, Original, & Actual, of Nature & Practice. And 
this his Fatherly Anger, in the Chaſtiſement of their Guilt, 
as it lows from his Infinite F avour, doth & ſhall work for 
their Good, Tho Hz ſees it meet, during the Seaſon of 
Chaſtiſement, That they ſhould be in FHeavineſs, thro* ma- 
nifold Temptations, from within & without, and eſpecially 
from the Sight and Feeling of, their Weakneſs, Deadne, 
Darkneſs & Coldnefs. 

But, You aſk me, Sir, ** To point out the Cauſe of theſe 
Diſeaſes.” — And in General, I wou'd anſwer : 

That the proper Cauſe, of every Soul-Diſeaſe : + Is the 
Univerſal Diſorder, of our whole Nature. The whole 
Head 1s fick, and the whole Heart faint. From the Sole of 
the Foot, even unto the Crown of the Head, there is no 
Soundneſs in us: And therefore Wounds & Bruiſes, and pu- 
trifying Sores are upon us:“ All manner of Soul-Diſeaſes at- 
tend us.—And 

II. As from our general Diſorder : So from the Negle& of 
every Diſeaſe in particular, as to a proper Application of Re- 
medies for its Cure: That Diſeaſe is increaſed upon us, that 
Malady, is ſtrengthned by us. 

And theſe Soul- Diſeaſes, which we have bro't, and bring 
upon Ourſelves : muſt be diſcovered, in order to their being 
cured. And as Soul-Malady, affects us with great _ 
dity, and frequently prevails inſenſibly : The Lord our 
5 the Lord our Phyſician, who is diſpleaſed with our 


Sins, as ey are great Offences to his Infinite Majeſty ; m 
$ 
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his tender — and kind Sympathy with us under them, 
as they are our Miſeries: Is pleas'd to hide his Face, and to 
ſuſpend the Influence of his Grace: In order to bring us to 
a due Senſe, of our native Weakneſs, Deadneſs, Darkneſs 
and Coldneſs : --For:-theſe-are not fo ſenſibly known, when 
He affords his ſtrengthining, quickning, illuminating and com- 
forting Preſence. As in Nature, When the Sun 

down, Night comes on; when Light and Heat depart, 
Darkneſs and Coldnefs, is ſeen and felt: So, When the il- 
_— 1 of the Sun of Righteouſneſs are 
gone; a Night of Darkneſs and Coldneſs, upon the Soul, 
comes on. And tho', as in Nature, The Sun's Withdraw 
from the Earth ; is not the poſitive, but only the privative 
Cauſe, of that Darkneſs and Coldneſs, which is after ſeen 
and felt: Nor in Grace, is The Lord's Withdraw of his 
ſenſible. Preſence from his Saints, the poſitive, tho' it may be 
ſtyled the privative Cauſe, of that Darkneſs and Coldneſs, 
which ſucceeding, as their Soul-Griefs and Diſeaſes, fill them 
with ſad Complaints: Yet, As, if the Earth, was not to be 
deprived of the Sup: Darkneſs and Coldneſs, wou'd not be 
ſo ſenſibly known: So, Nor wou'd the Souls of the Saints, 
be ſo ſenſible of theſe their Difeaſes, if they were not at 
Times deprived of. Gop's enlightning, comforting Preſence, 
And the more ſenſible we are of Saul-Diſeaſes; the more 


welcome will be that Phyſcian, whoſe Name is, The 


Loxp which healeth us.” Darkneſs and Coldneſs, are na- 
tural to the Earth and Air, without the Sun's Preſence : 
And Darkneſs and Coldneſs, are natural to the Soul ang Spi- 
rit of a ſinful Man, without the\Preſence of the Gop of 
Grace. But as Darkneſs and Coldneſs, are not fo ſenſibly 
known by us, till God withdraws from us: He is pleaſed to 
hide his Face, and ſuſpend the illuminating, and comforting 
Influence of his Grace: That by his gracious Teaching with, 
and his Blefling upon the Chaſtiſement; He might bring us 
to that due Senſe of our Guilt and Miſery, of our Iniquities 
and Soul-Maladies, which muſt be previous, unto Soul- 
Healing. For the I bole, need not a Phyſician; but they | 
that are ſick. BY: 
Thus, Sir, Having pointed out the Cauſes, of Gop's Hi- 
ding his Face, and ſuſpending he Influence of his 1 — 
2 rom 
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from His Favourites': Which are, Our $ins 3" Original, and 
Actual Sin. The Cauſes of our Soul-Diſeaſes: Whichiare, 
Our univerſal Diſorder of Nature; with our Neglect of thoſe 
Remedies which are proper, for the Cure of our Diſeaſes in 
Particular. And the Cauſes of our being bro't to that due 
Senſe of our Maladies, which is requiſite, in order to our 
Healing: Which, as ſpecify'd, are, Gop's Hiding bis Face, 
and withdrawing the Influence of Grace; as à Chaſtiſement, 
with His Blefling upon it. ſhould next attempt a ſhort 
Anſwer, to what You aſk me, about Soul Remedies - To 
direct to proper Remedies.” ——And' theſe are, as I humbly 

_— of T'wo Sorts. As, 1. Effeftual. And 2. Inftru- 
mental. | | 23} enen 73 OTA. £115 Of 
I. Effectual Remedies for Soul- Diſeaſes, ate Thoſe which 
reſpet Divine Bounty. The Grace of God the Father : 
Which doth & will reign'thro* Righ eſs, unto our Sal- 
vation from all Sin & » & unto our ſpiritual & eternal 
Life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. — The Grace of God the Son: 
Who, having ſatlsfied Divine Juftice for our Offences, and 
bro't in for us an everlaſting Righteouſneſs, hath'a Fulneſs 
of Grace treaſured up in Him, to be communicated to us; 
which from the Grace of his Heart, thro' the Grace of his 
Hand, ſhall deſcend upon us. Grace to forgive, & ſubdue 
every Iniquity, to heal our every Malady, & to raiſe us up 
from all Sin & Death, unto Purity, Liſe & Glory, initial, 
partial, & increaſing Here; & complete, total, & undecli- 
ning Hereafter. And the Grace , God the Holy 'Ghoft : 
Who, as he is one in Eſſence, Will & Grace, with the Fa- 
ther & the Son, & as he is the great Applier of Salvation, 
* Having begun this good Work in us, will perform it until 
the Day of Jefus Chriſt.” Sick Believers, for a full & glo- 
rious Cure, are under the gracious" Care, of the Three-One 
Gop. And they may & ought by Faith & Prayer, . To caſt 
their Care, even all their Cate, for a Soul-Cure, upon Him 
that careth for them :” Who is & will be, „The Loo that 
healeth them.” —And "theſe effectual Remedies for Soul- 
Diſeaſes, which reſpect Divine Bounty; are to be convey'd 
according to Divine Appointment, by & thro', 
II. Inſtrumental Remedies, which regard our Duty. And. 
tho' as to theſe, I have in part prevented myſelf: Vet under 


this 
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Head, I may plate ſome of them im Order. And t 
— as, 1. Self- Examination: n 
tendeth with us f Let us ſearch & try our Ways; & turn 
in unto the Lon p.“ 2. Conſeſſion of Sin, with a fineere 
& Endeavour to forſake every evil Way. And this 
Confeſſion is to be made in a freſh Exerciſe of Faith, in the 
infinite Merit of Chrift's Blood, & in the infinite Merey ot 
God's Heart. By laying the Hand of Faith, upen che Head 
of the great attoning Sacrifice; as accepting of this ſacrificed 
Lamb, as God's provided Remedy, for our great Mifery; 
& as preſenting à crueify d Chriſt unto God, as the only & 
all-ſufficient Attonement for our Guilt. And here conſtffing 
Sin freely, & bewailing it bitterly, to intreat Divine Merey, 
in the Forgiveneſs & Subdual of all Iniquity, in the Removal 
of God's Anger, & in the Return of his Favour.” For, 
He that confeſſeth & forſaketh his Sin; ſhall fd Mercy.“ 
And, If we confeſs our Sins unto God: He is faithful & 
juſt to forgive us our Sins, & to cleanſe us from wer 
"Ford ; 


teouſneſs.” 3. Deep Humiliation, under ſuch a try 

penſation. Humble yourſelyes in the Sight of the 

and He ſhall lift you up.” 4. Earneſt Supplication, 'as ha- 
ving the Promiſe of Salvation. Aſk, and ye ſhall receive: 
4. and ye ſhall find: Knock, and it ſhall be opened.“ 
5. Believing, patient Expectation. I will wait for the 
God of my Salvation 3 my God will hear me.” And, * Cal 
upon Mx in the Day of Trouble; I will deliver thee, and 
thou ſhalt glorify Mz.” 6. Reading and Meditation; For, 
«« Blefſed is the Man whoſe Delight is in the Law of the 
Lokp, and that meditates therein Day & Night. He ſhall 
de like a Tree that is planted by the Rivers of Water, that 
dringeth forth his Fruit in his Seaſon; his Leaf alſo all not 


wither, & whatſoever he doth ſhall proſper.” And above 


all, 7. Soul-Truſt in the God of our Salvation; even in, & 
under the darkeſt Diſpenſations. For, Who is among 
you that feareth the Loxp, and obeyeth the Voice of his 
Servant, that walketh in Darkneſs, and hath no Light? Let 
him truſt in the Name of the Loxp, (In the Lokb, the 
Loxp God, merciful & gracious, &c who as ſuch will de- 


liver him out of his Diſtreſs, & bleſs his benighted Soul, 


with the freſh Shinings of the Sun of Righteouſneſs':) — 
| | y 


ſtay; (when 


K 
inward & outward Temptations, he is; 
ready to be driven away ſrom his Confidence in God; 
let him ftay,) upon his God.” Let him rely upon that Al- 

GAs. All- Sufficient Gop, who is His God ſtill, tho? he 

s Face; and, who will as ſuch, in his infinite Grace 
% F aithfulneſs, again * bring him forth to the Light, any 
cauſe. him gry his Righteouſneſs.” | 

Theſe, Sir, are ſome of the Duties, which God hath ap⸗ 
pointed as proper inſtrumental Remedies, for our Soul-Diſ- 

And in a conſcientious Performance thereof; thoſe 
effe&ual -Remedies, of God's free, rich, ſovereign Gram in 
Chriſt, thro' the Almighty Energy of the Holy Ghol, ſhall 
m certainly, in the Lord's Time and Way, be miniſtred 
to us, and take place upon us, for the ſeaſonable and ſuffi- 
cient Relief of our Soul-Maladies, and the Re/toration of 
double ſpiritual Joys: To our unſpeakable Bliſs ; and Jamo: 
VAH's preſent & eternal Praiſe, 

And tho? when God hides his Face, and ſuſpends the In- 
fluence of his Grace ; we cannot perform theſe Duties with 
a wiſh'd-for Fervency : Yet let us make Conſcience of their 
Performance, as Means of Grace, with a Hoped-for Suc-- 
ceſs, frequently and continually, For Nothing, Oh, No- 
thing like This, is ſo diſhonourable and provoking to the 
Lord, and. ſo dangerous and deſtructive. unto us, as 'c 
Eaſe & 2 when Gop is at a Diſtance ! If we 
can't perform Duty as we would; let us do it as we can. 
And cg who knoweth our Frame, will pity our Weak- 
neſs, pardon our Sinfulneſs, and accept thro' Chriſt our im- 

rfect Service, and bleſs us with more Grace, for better 

erformance : Until, in the Infinity of his Mercy, He re- 
turns again to deliver us gloriouſly ; and to turn our Winter- 
Graces, and Seeds-Time Services, into a renewed Spring of 
Joy and Praiſe, and Summer-Fruits, of weighty Sheaves. 
If we cannot be content without Gop : We Hall nat be 
without him. If we ſeek Him; Hz will be found of us; 
and richly crown our Diligence, with a double Bleſſing, 
by his returning, gracious, quickening and comforting Pre- 
Gs | Yea, He will crown our Duty, with immortal 

0 

And to quicken our Diligence in Duty: Let us caſt an Eye 
on 
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on our exceeding great Privilege, in Chriſt's Advocacy.” With 
what cheerful Hope, & holy, humble Boldneſs, may we ſeek 
Gop below ; while JEsUs our great High Prieſt, pleads with 
Him for us, above We Sin —— provoke the God 


of Glory: But Jesvs with his own Blood, his All-attoning, 
Peace-making, & Grace-deſerving Blood, for our Delivery, 
js entered into Heaven itſelf ; Now to appear in the Preſence 
of God for us. Now, now, now, we ſin, as faſt as Moments 
pring & fly: But JEsus for us, now, now, now, an incea- 
fant perpetual Now, appears and preſents before his Father's 
Face, his All-attoning, & Grace-procuring Sacrifice | „If 
any Man fin ; we have an Advocate with the Father : Jeſus 
Chriſt the Righteous.” An Advocate That for the For- 

iveneſs of our Guilt, and the Multiplication of all Grace & 

eace, unto our ſpiritual and eternal Life ; pleads the infinite 
Merit of his own Death | A righteous Advocate; Y Righte- 
ous : That is perfectly, infinitely Righteous, in his Perſon, & 
in his active & paſſive Obedience: which he pleads with God 


for us, who in ourſelves are wnrighteous : To our full Ac- 


quitance from all Law-charges, and from Satan's Accuſations, 
and unto all Grace-Prevalence !. We have an Advocate, 
whoſe Name is Ixsus, a SAvIeUR, who is mighty to ſave { 
Able & willing. to fave us to the utterme/t! And whoſe Name 
is CHRIST, the Anointed Saviour As for the whole Work 
of Salvation in general; ſo for the whole of Application of 
God's great Salvation, by and thro' this his Office-work, as 
Advocate, in particular. In which, as He ever lives, to plead 
and intercede, He is able to ſave. He hath an infinite Abi- 
lity of Power, Eſſential, and Authoritative, as God, and as 


the Mediator between God and us; an infinite Ability of 


Merit ; and an infinite Ability of Intereft : To fave them to 
the utter moſt, that come unto GoD by Him ! For He is an In- 


terceſſor, an Advocate, with The Father / With his Father; 


who can deny his Son, nothing that he aſks : Who hath ſet 
him down at his own Right Hand, and bid him Aſk, and hath 
promiſed to Give him, to the uttermoſt, We have an Ad- 
vocate with our Father; who Himſelf loveth us. Who hath 
appointed and anointed his own Son, the Sori of his Nature 
and Love, the Darling of his Heart: To be our Advocate. 


On purpoſe that he might communicate unto us, all the 


a Fruits 
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in the native Diſplays of infinite Bounty: 
Son, the Great Advocate of the Church; who for eur Sins, 
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Fruits of his Love & Grace, in ſuch a Way, thro? Chiil's 
Adracscy, as is confiſtent with the Honour of a Jebovab's 
Perſections, with Infinite Majeſty, ! With the whole of Di. 
vine Glory ! 
If then, in caſe of Sin, we have an Advocate; a de 
dyodtate x an Advocate with the Father, with his and our 
ather ;z ng as our Jeſus, is Chriſt, the Anointed of God: 
to-fave us by this his Office of Advocacy; if we have an Ad- 
vocate, who hath ſuch an infinite Greatneſs of Might; of Me- 


6 tit, and of Intereſt : Let us put our Cauſe, into our Great 


Advocate's Hands: And it ſhall ſucceed. well: To Gop's 
Gloty, and our Joy !, He will bring us off clear from Guilt, 
with Honour in open Court; and carry the Point for us, as 
to the Continuance, & renewed Diſplays of Divine Favour : 


| Becauſe. by pleading & interceding, Hz liveth for us, for 


Exer ! 2 3 not draw back from Hm, in 
work of Caſes : For his Heart is made of Tenderneſs 
to the Grace of his Office, and Promiſe,” Hz is of Infinite 


Faithfulneſs | Hx is faithful to Gop, and faithful to us; as an 


appointed, and employed Advocate. Let us go on there; 
fore, in the Way of Duty, with all humble & earneſt Ex- 
pectance of Divine Mercy ; while Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, 
our Advocate with the ather, pleads' prevalently, for the 


fulleſt Acquitance, and bigheſt Acceptance, of our Perſong 


aud Services, before a Gop of infinite Park's: who delig glits 
ro' his beloved 


is the-Propitiation /—And by the Way, How much Work, 


bath our Lord to do, & doth Hz do in Heaven continually; 


in Grace Unknown, for the whole Church, & for every of its 


Members, by his Advocacy ! 


What means my Reverend Brother, by ſaying, upon his 
performing Duty in a languid Manner, * Infomuch, that 1 

cely. know myſelf?” Is heat a Loſs to know, from 
the Weakneſs of his Faith and Love, if he is indeed a true 
Reliever? Or hath in him, that Faith in Chriſt, which works 
by: Love to — If fo: This is to be known by for- 
mer Acts of Faith, when in Love to Chriſt, he firſt ventured 
his Soul upon HIM, for all Salvation by him. Or if former 


Acts are vailed, by preſent Darkneſs, or preſent Acts, i wer | 
iveli- 


+ 


((-*8g 2) - | 
Livelineſs ſuſpended: Tkis is to be known, if any Perſon is a 
true Believer, by the preſent Diſpoſition of his Heart, towards 
-Faith's Object. For, whoever he be, that ſees himſelf to 
be utterly undone by Sin, devoid of all juſtifying Righte- 
ouſneſi of his dn, and without inherent Power for ſunctify- 
ing Grace, to his preſent & future Bliſs: That ſees the 
of God, as - all- ſufficient & willing to fave ; that ſees a Suita- 
bleneſs in Chriſt, in all his Offices, in his Perſon, Blood and 
Righteouſneſs, and in all his Grace-Fulneſs, to his own mi- 
ſerable Caſe: And that approves of, deſires to be ſaved by, 
and looks to, the great & only SaviouR, for the Whole of 
his Salvation, for his own Salvation: That Man, is a true 
Belirver in the Son of God, and hath that Faith in Him, which 
works by Love: He hath the Son; and eternal 'Zife in 
Hint:“ In the Righrof it now, and in Begun-Poſſeflion'; and 
ſhall have moſt aſſuredly, its full Completion, that gloriou 
Reverſion, to a bleſt Eternity | However he may at preſent, 
want che Foy of it, in the Comforts of the Holy Spirit. And 
| he: ſhould not, for want of Summer-Fruits, in a Winter-Sea- 
ſon, think, or fear himſelf to be, a Lifeleſs, barren Tree. But 
abide in Chriſt by Faith, & wait for the Joy of Seuſe, till the 
next Spring of Divine Favour z- which will certainly a 
at its appointed, Seaſon, and new-robe his Heart and Life, 
with a freſh Greenneſs & Fruitfulneſs : To his defired Bliſs, 
under the glorious Return of the Sun of Righteouſneſs. 
It was well, Dear Sir, That you put an Ir, „Ir the 
Lord cou'd change his Purpoſe, Grace & Love: I might 
quft] „That he wou'd me up totally & finally, to 
ure dhe Ways of Si & Ruin.“ For this IF, barrs a 'Heſita- 
tion, not to ſay a Concluſion, that is moſt inconſiſtent” with, 
& diſhonourable to, the Gop of your Salvation.—No:;—Sit, 1 
The Loxn your God, is, The Lord that changeth net: 1 
And therefore you are not, ſhall not be conſumed. The 
Love of God's Heart, is Eternal.  Infinitely free and great, 
ſovereign and immutable. His Covenant, in which he hath 
en to be your God, is Everlaſting. Well-ordered in all ; 
Things, to pity, & bear with you ander, and to relieve and 1 
ſave you from, all your Sins & Weakneſſes, and to y 0 
you with all Grace, unto all Joy & Glory: And lo, It is | 
inviolably ſure. * of a „ 19 
. » le, 
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_ And the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, as the Spitit of Sanctifica- 


ngtwithſtanding all your Unlovelineſs. Gop the Son, will 
reſt in his Love towards you, notwithſtanding you re- 


in his Love towards you, and never quit his Reſidence with- 
in you, nor fcriake his Work of Grace upon you, tho' you 
grieve HIM daily, grieve him by Unbelief greatly, and grieve 
him by the Motions of Sin, in your corrupt Nature, which 
ate tos often yielded to, and which are directly contrary, to 
his. Holy Perſon & Work, ' continually, Your Three One 
God, in Mercy, Love & Grace, boundleſs, has ſaid concern- 
ing you, Here will I dwell for Ever ; for I have deſired it.” 
Vea, The Lord your God, will reoyce. over you. with Foy: 
With exulting Joy: With Singing: As if you was the moſt 
lovely One; the moſt amiable, excellent, a chief Treaſure. 
And indeed, all This, hath God's Free Grace, made you in 
Chriſt. You are made accepted, you are graced, in Gon's 
Belbvæd: In the Father's Fir/t-born Son. Of Him are you 
in Chriſt Jeſus; who of Gon is made unto you, Vi ſdom, to 
anſwer and cure, all your Folly: Righteduſneſe, to cover all 
your Nakedneſs: Sand ification, to preſent you Holy, before 
infinite Purity, & to make you perſonally Holy, initially, in- 
ereaſingly and perfectly, and to keep you Holy, to an endleſs 
Eternity: And Redemption, to Reſcue, in the virtue of Ran- 
ſom, your. enſlaved Soul and Body, from every Kind and De- 
© oree of; Thraldom and Miſery.“ And made a Child, a Son, 
and Heir of Gop/ thro'. Chriſt, yea, © an, with 
CHR1$T, of the Gop of all Grace, of the Go of Glory: Is 
it poſſible now, think you, That you ſhould be an Outcaf? 


Kind, wherewith the Father loved his Son, as a Member of 
that glorious Head; Gon's Love towards you in Chriſt, muſt 
run on, and flow down, upon you thro' Hiu, in its Time- 
Diſplays, and Eternal: Glories, unto Endleſs, Ages 


1 And 


la, bete in it is smpoſſible for Gon to lie, are given therein, 
for your Hrong Conſolation. — Your Lord's Redemption, 
obtained for you, by his meritorious Death, is Eternal. — 


tion & Conſolation, as the Earneſt of your Inheritance; is a 
{Gift of God thro' Chriſt, that is abſolutely without Repen- | 


tance. Gop the Father, will 1e in hit Love towards you, | 


quite him, for all his Grace. And God the Spirit, will 76. f 


from Divine Favour. No: Loved with the ſame Love, for 


(8) 
And even in the worſt Caſe, that an Object of God's' 
Love, can be in, when he provokes his heavenly Father moſt, 


(4 f 
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— to give him up to Ruin for Sin: When it comes to That ; 
a- what is the Language of God's Heart and Mouth concerning 
s a him? „ How ſhall'I give Thee up, Ephraim? How ſhall I 
n deliver Thee, Ihrael? How ſhall I make Thee as Admah ? How 
u, ſhall I ſet Thee as Zeboim ? Mine Heart is turned within me; my 
il KRepentings are kindled together. I will not execute the 
e- Fierceneſs of mine Anger; I will not return to deſtroy E- 
% Pbraim; for Jam God, and not Man, the Holy Ons in the 
h- midſt of Thee, and I will not enter into the City.” —— Oh, 
Ju Dear Sir, This great Grace, this ſuperabounding Grace, 
ve ſhould make our backfliding Souls, return ſpeedily to our 
th Father's Arms, to our Bridegroom's Embraces, to confeſs 
to” and bewail all our Iniquities: Who ſay, Only acknow- 


ledge thine Iniquity, that thou haſt ſcattered thy Ways unto 
the Strangers, and ye have not obeyed my Voice: Return ye 
backſliding Children: And I will not cauſe mine Anger to 
fall upon you: For I am merciful, for I am married unto 
you, ſaith the Lord.” — Great Grace be with you With 
all affectionate Eſteem, I am, Reverend Sir, | 

mr 231 9 1% «© Vour meſ Humble Servant, &c. 


bow. men dE r. A 1 
God's PromBITION of bis Pegplè Unbelicving FEAR ; and 
bis great Promiſe given for the Support of their Fara, 
untso their Time Foy, and Eternal Glory. 


Dear Sir, 1569 ö ee 
| OURS I received with Joy, and give Thanks to Gop 
| with you, That my Letter on The Application of the 
| Holy Scriptures, is ſo ſweet and precious to your Soul. How 
bleſſed are you, in that you are an Heir of Promiſe / In that 
& All the Promiſes of God, are Yea, and Amen, unto, you, 
in Chriſt! And as to that great Word of Gop, which 
has been a Support and Comfort to you many a Time; which 
ou wou'd not have out of the Bible, for all the Gold in the 
World : And which you long to have my Thoughts on: 
Pleaſe to receive from the Lord, what HE will pleaſe to 
1 eo 8 5:2 ger Te ns give 
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u. 10. > Far tem not, ir how with thess — 
| ©  diſmazed; for I am thy G I will 

| firengthen thee, van, I will beth thee, yea, i 
I will #pbold thee with the Right-Hand » of 
my Rig hte neſs. Win Nh 26 Ws 19 
Briefly, "RI Sir, I hambly That theſe Words; are 
be Lozp's Prohibition of his Pepples unþeheving Far; and 
His. great Declaration, and pr gaooamery — — 7 of 
Grave, unto their Time - Joy, and eternal Glory 
precious Words are giyen to-God's People; To bis bis Oburch 
collectively, and unto all its living Members, even to every 
true Believer, particularly: Under; the Words, Their, and 
Thee, —— They are the Loxp's Prohibition of his Peoples 
unbelieving F oe Fear thou nat: Be not diſmayed, They 
are his great Declaration : 1 am thy (God, —— And they are 
his {fre 8 I ame) Promiſe of Grace, unto his Peoples 
Time-Joy, & Eternal Glory: I (as th ©} et will ftrengthen 
thee, yea, I will belp thee, yea, I thee, toith = 
Right- Hand of my Righteouſneſs. 1 in them may be 
conſidered, 1. #ho the People of God are, which are here 
ſpoken to. 2. That theſe — are ſubject to dating 

zar, and ſinful Diſmayment, 3. That pevertheleſs, it 
their unſpeakable Privilege, To ak God with them, and an 
Intereſt in Him, as their God, 4. That as their God, Hz 
hath given his great Word, That He will frengthen them, 
yea, help, and 1 them. And 5, That in ditpenſing all 
this Grace, Hz engages to do it, With the Right Hand of 
his Righteouſneſs. To each of _—_ a few Words, if the 

d-will.--And-we may conſider, 

Fir. I bo the P ic of God: In. which are here ſpokes 
ta. —And literally * they are, The Seed of Abrahain, 
God's Friend, bs Facob & Tac, that were of the Lineage - 
of . the Jes. And Gop's great Declaration aud 
Ptomiſe, in theſe great Words, wers literally fulfilled to the 
Body of that Nation as ſuch, in Temporals ; In reſpect of 
| ay Church -Privileges, and National Advantages, with 
which they were ſo ſingularly favoured, aboye all Nations of 

the Earth. Spiritually conſidered, they are, The Lord's 
Tek the Iſrael of God, * Whole of God's People, con- 


ſiſting 
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ſifting of Jew & Gmmtile.: And all thoſe of both, who as che 
Effect of God's Eternal Choice, ave called in Time by his 
ſpecial Grace, unto Faith in Chriſt. For God hath now ma- 
nifeſted clearly, this great Love-Myſtery, this M of in- 
finite Grace, according to the ſovereign Pleaſure of Jeho- 
vah's Will, „That . Gentiles ſhould be Fellow-Heirs, & 
Partakers of his Promiſe in Chrift by the Goſpel.” And told 
us Ht bath, „That thoſe who are of Faith, are Abrabam's 
Seed, and bleſſed with faithful Abrabam.“ And thus of all 
Believers, both Fw and Gentile, of the whole Church, with 
all its Members, called by Grace, unto Faith in Chrift, the 
Lord faith in the Verſes preceding that under Conſideration, 
But thou Tſrael art my Servant, Jacob whom I have choſen, the 
Seed of Abraham my Friend. Thou whom I have taken from 
the Ends of the Earth, & called thee from the chief Men there- 
of, & ſaid unto thee, Thou art my Servant, I have choſen thee, 
& not caſt thee away, ver. 8, 9. And unto theſe his People, 
He faith, ver. 10. Fear thou not, &c. And thoſe great 
Things, in theſe great Words, have their Fulfilment to 
God's ſpiritual 7/rae/, chiefly in Spiritualt and Eternals, 

But wou'd you know more particularly, Dear Sir, Ibo the 


Lord's People are? They are,-then, All that are convinced 


by the Word and Spirit of God, That they have deſtroyed 
themſelves, and are utterly undone by Sin. That fee their 
own Righteouſneſs, is as filthy Rags. That the righteous ' 
Law of God, which they have broke, curſeth them hed. 

to Eternal Death. That they have deſerved this fearfut - 
Doom, and are in imminent Danger of the Wrath that is to 
come. And that in this miſerable State, They have no 
Strength in Themſelves, to help or ſave themſelves : From 
the Guilt and Filth, Power and Being of Sin; from the Do- | 
minion of Satan; from the Curſe of the Law, nor the Wrathr 
of God. They are ſuch, That ſee themſelves to be deep in 
Debt, to the Law and Juſtice of God; and that they are ſo 
poor, that they han't a Mite to pay. That they are with- 


out Strength, of themſelves, either to fulfil the Law, or obey 


the Goſpel. They are ſuch, That have their Mouth ſtop- 
ped,” & are become guilty before God: So that they han't a 
Word to ſay, from any of their own Worthineſs, why they 
ſhould find Grace ; nor yet, by reaſon of their great Iniquity, 
Why they ſhould not be ſent away inſtantly, into Everlaſting 


Miſery. © 


ment. 


(C3000 OO 
Mike: In a Word, They are ſuch, That under the ſpe- 
cial Work of the Holy Ghoſt, are convinced of Sin, of Rigb- 
teouſneſs, and of Judgment: That lothe themſelves in their 
own Sight, for all their Iniquities, that fall down, as utterly 
undone, at the Feet of infinite Mercy, and that earneſtly de- 
fire Grace, to turn from all Sin, unto God by Chriſt. 

Again, They are ſuch, that have had an internal Revela- 
tion of Chriſt, by the Word & Spirit of God, as the only 
and All- ſuffic ĩent Saviour of loſt Sinners. That approve ot, 
and earneſtly deſire the Saviour, in his glorious Perſon, in all 
his great Offices, in his ſweet Relations, and in his All- com- 
prehending, and inexhauſtible Fulneſs of Grace and Glory, 


for their own Salvation; and that actually flee, at the Goſpel- 


Call, unto Chriſt by Faith, for Refuge from the Wrath to 


come, as the only Hope that is ſet before them. Upon which, 


by the Promiſe of God, They have a declared Right to Chriſt, 


and to Eternal Life in Him, _ 


And hence, they are ſuch, that more or leſs, . are bleſt with 
a ſweet Perſuaſion, of their own Salvation. by Jeſus Chriſt, 
thro* God's free and faithful Promiſe, applied by his Spirit to 
their Hearts. And that from God's manifeſted Love to them, 
are ſtrongly. drawn to love Him. again; and to dedicate ' 
Themſelves unto the Lord, 'to be Hes Forever, in all holy 
Obedience, unto his Praiſe. —T heſe, Dear Sir, and every one 
of Theſe, are the Lord's People ; and unto Them, generally 
and Ty; do theſe great Words of Grace, belong. 
zut, | TEST «435 
. Secondly. Theſe, tho' the People of God, by Faith and 
Holineſs, are ſubject to unbelieving Fear, and finful Diſmay- 
This is imply'd, in the Lord's ſaying, Fear thou 
not; be not diſmayed. Which wou'd be needleſs, if they were 
not ſubject to Fear, and Diſmayment. And this Fear, 
ariſing from remaining Unbelief, hath for its Ground, The 
Power and Prevalence of indwelling Sin; together with va- 
rious, and numerous inward Temptations, and outward try- 


ing Providential Diſpenſations. And the Matter of their 
Fear, is, 1. That the Lord is not their God: And 2. That 


He is not with them. Or, From an Apprehenſion, That 
the Lord is not with them, by his Sin- ſubduing, and Soul- 
ſaving Grace, nor by his ſpecial Providence, as He is with 
his on People; they are apt to fear, That the Lord is not 
AS | their 


| C 2) 
their God: Or, at leaft, That He hath forſaken them: And 
ſo, That they ſhall be left as à Prey, to the Power of the 
Enemy: Which diſmays their Hearts exceedingly.” Unbe- 
lieving Fear, whenever, and which way ſoever it works, ex- 


ceedingly ſinks their Spirits. And Diſmayment, is the Height 
of unbelieving Fear: Or the Soul's ſitting down, as it were 
inactive, under great Diſcouragement.— - At ſuch a Time 
as this, then, Theſe glorious Words of Grace, as they 
ſtand in God's Book, and as apply'd by his Spirit to the 
Heart, are moſt ſuitable, precious, and joyous. — For, Tho' 
their Sins, Trials, Griefs and Fears are many: Vet, 
Thirdly. It is, nevertheleſs, their unſpeakable Privilege, 
To have God with them, and an Intereſt in HI, as their 
God.——As faith the Lord, Fear thou not, for I am with 
thee : be not diſmayed, for I am thy God.” Which is as if 
the Lord ſhould ſay, Thou poor, ſinful, fearful, diſtreſſed, 
« Worm, tho' many and great are thine Adverſaries, th ; 
6: Neceflitics, thy Griefs and Burdens ; tho' various and nu- 
“ merous, are thine inward and outward Trials; and tho' in 
«and of Thyſelf, thou art helpleſs; and from any other 
“ Creature or Thing, hopeleſs : Vet, fear thou not, for T 
„am with thee, 1, that am well able to deſtroy all thine 
<« Enemies, to ſupply all thy Neceffities, to deliver thee from ; 
all thy Griefs and Fears, and-to grant all thy Deſires; I 
«am with thee; engaged for thee; and therefore fear thou 
not, an Hoſt that is againſt thee. + I am thy God: I am 
© thy God, whoever, or whatever, ſays to the contrary. I 
% am thine entirely, and eternally; thine in an everlaſting 
„ Covenant. All my Perfections, as Gop, are engaged for 
e thy Good: And therefore be not diſmayed ; take up thy 
«6 Reft, thy Solace in M, who am thy Time-Portion, and 
6 thy Eternal Lot.” ——And thus, bre RA 
Fourthiy. The Lord as their God, has given them his 
great Word, That „ He will ſtrengthen them, yea, help, 
and uphold them.“ Strengthen them, under all their felt 
Weakneſs ; and againſt all their potent Enemies. Help them, 
in the rich Supply of all their Neceſſities; and in the Grant 
of all their Deſires, ſo far as is for his Honour and Glory, and 
for their. Happineſs and Joy. Tea, faith the Lord I will 
uphold thee,” Uphold thy Faith and Love, thy Hope and 
Patience, and every other Grace. Uphold thee by my m 
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and Word; and Providence. Yea, I will uphold che in thy 
Chriſtian Courſe, until thou haſt run thy Race; and then 
comes on, thy eternal Crown; in and with Mx, as 
— r . 


Fifthly. The Lord in diſpenſing all this Grace, engageth 
jos do it, With the Right-Hand of his 1 — 
With the Right- Hand of my Righttou Which, is as if 
the Lord ſhould ſay, Not by the wn and Power of 
«| thy Righteouſneſs ; but of my me. By my 
« Ri ghteouſneſs, for thy complete Juſtification ; and by my 
$ Rig — ages | — aithfulneſs, to my t 
4 — which is mp Hey for th wy Salvation. By the Hand, 
ce the Virtue and Power, my Righteouſneſs, Will I 
« ſtrengthen thee, help thee, and uphel thee. Lea, with 
<«' the Right-Hand, of m hteouſneſs, will I diſpenſe unto 
ce thee, 11 my and promiſed Grace. With the 


| 45 ſtrong Hand, the working Hand, the embracing, Hand, 


« of my 1 will I ſecure to thee; and confer upon 
ec thee, all my provided, and thy deſired Bliſs ; unto. ” 
„ Time-Joy, * Eternal ay For this Word, Uphs 
thee, \reacheth thro” all the Trials of Life, thro” the laſt 
Trial, Death, and will be a Truth of Eternal Duration: As 
it reſpects that Sy/fentation, which ſhall be afforded to the 
People of God, in immortal Bliſs, to — 2 — and 
xiſing Praiſes, thro! Endleſs Ages. For thus, 
meaſurable, undeterminaþle Space, will the God of all 
with the Right Hand of his Righteouſneſs, uphold his Saints, 
in, and to, mn —- And when the Lord thus 
opens and-applys to his People, this great Word of Grace, 
in any. of its Parts, by his Spirit to their Hearts : Oh what 
Eaſe and Peace, what Joy and Victory, what Taberey and 
Glory, doth H give them thereby | 

How bleſſed, then, how ineffably bleſſed, is, that People, 
is that Soul, who has the Lord with them; as REES: 
who will thus ſtrengthen, belp, and uphold them! Well 
dhe Pſ/almift ſay „Lea, Bleſſed are the People, whoſe od 
a the Lox !” 

And is it you, m Dear Sir, Fae: convinced by the Holy 
'Ghol, of Sin, of f Ri ghteouſneſs, and of Judgment; have 
denn helpleſs, — from yourſelf, and — — 


and” from, any other Creature or Thing; for. the whole of 
God's Salvation, by way of entire Dependance, upon His free, 
rich, ſovereign Grace in Chriſt, according to his faithful 
Promiſe, given thro' the mighty Saviour, to believing Sin- 
ners? It is you, then, that are one of the Lord's People; and 
unto you as ſuch, doth this great Declaration, and All-com- 

| 1 Promiſe of Grace, unto Time - Joy, and Eternal 
Flory, belong. It belongs unto yo, as really and partieular- 
. as if thete was neyer another in the World, intereſted 
therein, beſides yourſ elf. nens 
And tho' from remaining Unbelief, you are often ſubject 
to many Fears, thro' the Power of indweling Sin, the 
Temptations of Satan, the Snares of the World, and the 
Trials of Life, which you meet with in the Diſpenſations of 
Divine Providence: 'Yet, unto you, the Lord faith, Fear thou 
not, for I am with thee, And if Gop is with you; moſt 
ſurely, with a flaviſh, Soul-tormenting Fear, you need fear 
— If Gop is with you: Who, or what can be againft 
you? Can be ſo againſt you, as to deſtroy you ? Iniquity 
ſhall not be your Ruin: For the Lord is with you, as a Sin- 
pardoning, Sin-ſubduing, Soul- pins, and Soul- ſaving 
Gor. The roaring Lion of Hell, ſhall not dęvour you : 
For, „The God of Peace, wil! ſhortly bruiſe Satan under 
your Feet.“ Nor ſhall the Trials of Life, no, nor 
the Sorrows of Death, be too hard for you: For, 
The Lord that is with you, is by far an Over- Hatch, 
for all Things that be, in their own Nature, or appear to de, 
in your View, againſt you. Omnipotence is on your Side: 
And the moſt potent of your Enemies, and Adverſities, with 
reſpect thereto, are mere Impotence. Gop, with you! AN 
Oppoſites, mult fall before you. + Yea, Thoſe very Things, 
which ſcem'to be moſt againſt you; muſt and ſhall work for 
you: P i by Almighty and All- wiſe Grace; 
they do, they ſhall, make for your Advantage, and turn to 
your preſent, and eternal Salvation. | * 
And tho“ at Times, You are greatly diſmayed, and your 
Heart is ready to fink within you, thro' unbelieying Fear, 
thro· Heart and Hope-ſlaying Fear, That the Lord ii not yur + 
God : Yet lay the Ear of Faith, to this precious Word of 
his Mouth: Be not diſmayed,; for I am thy. God — Does 
Gop prohibit pour di majidg Fear: And will, You nw 
Log n i 
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it? Does Jehovah ſay, I am 4, Cod And will You doubt 
it © The Wes is Re 6H out of his Mouth in Faithfulneſs ; ; 4 
ſhall not return void. Once hath Het ſworn by, 
Hatz Aid He will not, Cannot, lie unto David:“ 65 Un 
to Chriſt = Peng: 1 hom God's Covenant was made, 
for all the choſen Seed. unto David! The great 
and eternal Jabeoa, doth as it were ereby, pledge his Whole 
Sead, for the Performance of h's great Word. It is as 
if He ſhould fay, I fwear oy my Great SELF, That I will 
dern Gop, unto David'and his Sed: And let me not be 
cc God, if I break my Word I. All the immenſe ins, 
£ = and infinite Glories of my Great BEING, I engage, t 
rform my Word! Once have I ſworn ' by my 3 #4 
« 4. Ilie unto David !” And little can we tell, How much 
is, in this eat Tr! Oh the aftonitbivg Congeſcen- 
205. f. ce his great onfirmation |! And to doubt it by Unbe. 
lief ; How { ab is the Abomination And this great Der 
claratiori of Grace, Sir, which the Lord bere 9110 unto 
You; 17 am Thy Gop! is made in ChRISsT,. In Him it is 
edhfivte : Confirmed by the Oath of G od 1 Confirmed 
the Blend of God In Hrür it is, Yea, & Amen! An Eternal 
"YN Yea! AR a Fixed Ann I And thus, It's not an unco: 
8 put a ' ſolemn] -4 confirmed Promile, An. Oath, 2 
confirmed Promiſe ! Confirmed thus, ſtands the 
web's re aire en, by the Oath of an {nfinite Gon] Who, 
„ Becauſe 'He could ſwear by no Greater, He ſware, By 
HIMSELF ! And for what End? © That by Two 1 55 
cable, Things, the great Word, and the 7 Oath, of 
hovah; wherein It was impoſſible for Gon to lie: The 
eits of" Promiſe, might have a ſtrong Conſolation; who 
have fed for Refuge, to lay Hold on the Hope ſet before 
them. And have Vn fled, m Dear Friend, have You 
fled to Chriſt for Refuge, to lay! fold on Hin, for Eternal 
Life, as 7 only Hope? Then You, ate an Heir ; bit 9; 
miſe, and of this , and All-comprehending Promiſe, thu 
Oath- confirmed epi I am Thy God! And co me 
thus it is, not only for your rg and eternal alu ation 15 
but alſo, —— ong Conſolation ! That You might ha 
a Cordial ſtrong enough, to keep your Heart from inking,- 
under the moſt depreſſing Fears. Vea, to raiſe your Hear 
into an Ee Triumph, arid Joy <4 Faith, oder e 
at 
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and all polite Adverſities And Will V. 

not . dreh —_ 
Lotd fay;/ and ſuy to You — Gd: And n vou, 


£ 22 , diffthievr it And thus, and thereby — mall mike 808 


of Infinite Truth, in this his Oath-confirrtied 
4 Line Forbid it Mighty Gop ! No— Rather Dei 
i ur Seal; That Gop herein is True 7 1 And debt {dane our 
MT Intereſt in Hint, no more, ——If Satan tempts You 1% Sin 
terrifies Lou, if Trials perplex Tou, and your art is 
ready to ſink within Tou: "And alf get c, Zora 
65 not\ your God: Put” their Lie, in one Scale, and Got 
Trith, in the other, their Suggeſtion on one Side, and God 
Confirmation on the other Side: And then fee, by the Eye 
of Faith, What an infinite Di ig. there is between them? 
ba 2 light Atome of es a mere Nothing, yo tir” ge- 
on is And bak 4 ponderous Night, a 12 
Subſtince, a Soul- ſatisfying, and Heart-rejoyeing AL 
hawab's — — is And take it out of che Balance 
Sanctuary, by the Hand of F aith, and hold it faſt," in = 
Face of all Gppoſition, from inward and- outwatd T. | 
tion: With a „ Thur "faith" the Lox p; I am Thy oa 
And iet Gon be True; and all that Ye bis Truth; 775 75 ky 


Tubus, Sir, ſtand faſt; on Gop's Side,“ an 
Truth: And you ſhall find his Promi Wes, to de to y 
Enemies, a Jeſt ing Sword; unto You, a Sword: of Ice 
tory, a Shield of Safety, and a cordial molt ſpiritbus, td firs" 
tain, revive, and delig t your Heart, in the _ iſtreſs. | 
For Gon Honour, for your own' Joy, whi in hia 
Word, and has often ſaid by his Spirit to 33 Tan 
Thy Gov : Say after him, 2 to him,” in aith, and With 
out Doubt, Thou, Loxp, art m Thou haſt told 
4 me ſd ; I believe it is ſo. Fieber given Thyfelf, in all, 
te th y Perſons, and in all thy Pertedions, to be ming, en- 
a d and eternally : Unto my Deliverance' from all Mi- 
4 and Salvation unto all Joy and G And, Drawn 
« by Thee, in Love to Thee, I gie Wal my whele 
« Self, and all that Thou haſt- given me, unto THERA, the 
* Lord my Gop: To be unto thy Praiſe, both here and 
6 — for Time's, and for Eternity's Exer??? 
And. well you may, Sir, Speak thus ir Faith Since the 
God of Truth, as your God, "hath faid, ** *1 wil ſtrengthen 
* 160 * i — thee, 


7 
. r 1: will beg g yea, I will uphold thee. = 
C ——— 
moſt preſſi 2 If Gop will help you: : You ſhall 
not want ng Weigh in Thouſands. of Neceflities, And if 
Hz will uphold you: You ſhall not fail, in your Chriſtian 
Oourſe. Lou ſhall run and not be weary, and walk and hall 
oo faint: 182 You ſhall mount up by Faith, with Wings 
Eagle, -thro' Life, and — 6 Becauſe, Tho in 
— fl jou are. all Unworthineſs, mere Impotence, and 
utmoſt Weakneſs, yea, Vileneſs : You travel in Jznovan's 
Strength; and ſhall be be borne and carried in the ſweet, | 
, of free, rich, reigning Grace, thro every Difficulty, 
until — and Sighing ſhall flee away; & You, with ex- 
 cceding, Joy, ſhall be preſented Perfect before the Throne of 
Gop and of the Lam, to inherit in and with Him, Eter- 
Glory ! And in that ineffable Bliſs, The Lo r own 
God, by, his. F ree Grace, unto your Joy, & His Praile, 
will Uphold you, unto Endleſs Days !—For, Hx that faith, 
Fear thou not, for I am with thee : Will thereby ſpeak down 
Fear, powerfully, & will Speak up Faith, efficaciouſly. He 
that ſaith, Be not diſmayed, for Is am thy God : Will th 
raiſe the. moſt dejected Heart, deliver from Diſmayment 
ge. Faith, to . & believe, this glorious — 
Coyenant · Settlement. And Hx that ſaith, / will ſlrengibhen 
thee, yea, 1 will help thee, yea, I will uphold thee: Will as 
ſurely make Theſe good, to the Heirs of Promiſe ; as Jx- 
HOVAH, is the Gop of Promiſe, | 
Rich Enough, then, Sir, in the Lon n, your own Goo . 
More than 2 Conqueror, thro HIM that hath lov 
Able to do all Things, thro' Cyr1sT, which ſtren eth 
you: Rejoyce i in Him, & live to Him, until you ſhall live 
with Him, in full Joy, perfect Holineſs, & immortal Bliſs 
Of which, by this great Promiſe, You have & ſhall have, 4 
moſt firm ee moſt certain Earneſt, & a moſt ſweet 
Foretaſte. And may The Lord fill You thereby, with TY 
ROMs & {JR 7 Glory (I am, Dear Sir, 
WDeurs in Chrift Fern, c. 
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